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“Pirate Goes To A Festival” 
 

By Janul 
 

My name is Pirate, come with me 
And see my life afloat 

I’m not a ship that sails the sea 
I am a narrowboat 
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Out To Play 
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Pirate’s so excited 

He’s going out to play 

He’s going to a festival 
& starting out today 

 

 
He’s feeling very handsome 

All scrubbed up, bright & clean 

With Pirate flags to match his name 
The finest ever seen 
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But suddenly he gives a yell 
& shouts aloud, with glee 

“It’s Swallow, the steam narrowboat 

Oh, look who I can see!” 
 

 

“Shut up Pirate!” say the crew 
“You’re trying to be good 

We’ll talk to Swallow in the lock 

Be quiet, like you should” 
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Steam 
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Swallow saw the funny side 

This kid was quite OK 

(Well, sometimes, for a little while 
Not all day, every day!) 

 

 
“My engine uses steam to move 

We make the engine boil 

It’s really like a kettle 
- And it uses lots of oil! 
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“I’m going to the festival 

To do the same as you 

To meet with all the other boats 
There’s lots of things to do 

 

 
They built me in the 70’s 

I’m rare, or so I’m told 

But over there, that’s President 
Now, she is VERY old 
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The festival 
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Lots of brightly coloured stalls 

& people having fun 

The festival was in full swing 
As brightly shone the sun 

 

 
Pirate felt so very young 

One of the youngest there 

“Hey you, big feller” said the man 
“Are you just sleeping there? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 16 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 17 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Hard they pulled, then harder still 

But just one boat could win 

Archimedes held her ground 
But Pirate - don’t give in! 

 

 
It had to have the judges vote 

Before they knew who’d won 

(& it took several arguments 
Before the deed was done) 
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Pirate felt so very proud 

He’d thought he’d be a gonner 

But welcomed by the working boats 
- That really was some honour 

 

 
He really did feel tired now 

This pace he couldn’t keep 

So the festival went on around 
The boat – he went to sleep 
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Grown Up 
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“I’m feeling very good” he said 

“Much older & more wise 

Have you seen Archimedes 
She said she’d bring supplies?” 

 

 
“I think that she is still asleep 

She’s tired,” Vienna said 

“They celebrated very late 
I guess she’s still in bed” 
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So Pirate waited patiently 

Until the big boat woke 

Quite happy now to hang around 
Until the others spoke 

 

 
Before too long the gas arrived 

& soon was stowed inside 

Delivered by the working boat 
Who travelled far and wide 
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So Pirate’s very happy now 

To show off all his winnings 

He knew he had to prove a point 
To make some new beginnings 

 

 
He’s going home to have a rest 

But we should not forget 

Athough he grew up quite a lot 
- There’s mischief in him yet! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


